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Young Scientist Award 2022 

Five young researchers belonging to Hydrogen Europe Research’s member 

organisations have been awarded on October 26 

 

Brussels, October 27, 2022. Hydrogen Europe Research, an international, non–profit 

association composed of 121 Universities and Research & Technology Organisations 

(RTO) from 27 countries all over Europe and beyond, announced yesterday the winners 

of the Young Scientist Award 2022.  

The Young Scientist Award is an annual competition organised by Hydrogen Europe 

Research and conducted during the Hydrogen Week; with this competition, Hydrogen 

Europe Research wishes to give visibility to the work of students, PhDs, postdocs and 

young researchers, and encourage their involvement in Clean Hydrogen Partnership 

projects. Another goal is to attract young talents to work in the field of hydrogen and fuel 

cells. 

This year, the application revolved around four pillars, reflecting the structure of the Clean 

Hydrogen Partnership. One young scientist was awarded in each pillar, and one was 

elected “Best Researcher of the Year”: 

• Hydrogen production: Michele Bolognese (Fondazione Bruno Kessler) 

• Hydrogen storage and distribution: Lisa Blanchard (CEA) 

• Hydrogen usages: Merit Bodner (Graz University of Technology) 

• Cross-Cutting activities: Donatella Cirrone (Ulster University) 

• Best researcher of the year: Erika Michela Dematteis (University of Torino) 

The award ceremony took place in Brussels, at Brussels Expo, during the Hydrogen 

Week 2022. The five winners attended the ceremony in person; they received a prize of 

1000 EUR and a trophy. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

About Hydrogen Europe Research 

Hydrogen Europe Research represents the European scientific community involved in the 

development of a new, industrial ecosystem based on hydrogen and committed to moving 

towards a circular, carbon-neutral economy. With more than 120 members, covering a 

wide range of competences and infrastructures, Hydrogen Europe Research actively 

promotes scientific excellence, intellectual property development and technology transfer 

in Europe.  

Hydrogen Europe Research pushes new ideas and guides the breakthroughs in the 

energy ecosystem based on hydrogen, while supporting the industrial sector in its 

objective to improve present technologies and reach economic viability for hydrogen-

based solutions in the market. 
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